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FACTSHEET FOR IMMUNOTHERAPY
Handling The Hyposensitization Solution
1.  The hyposensitization solution should be refrigerated for long term storage.

· If you order refills and have us ship it by UPS to you, it WILL NOT be sent with an ice pack and may arrive warm. Be sure to put it into the refrigerator at once.
2. Do not discard VIAL #1 and VIAL #2.  There may be a chance of returning to using those vials in the future. You may discard them once VIAL #3 has been achieved, and no issues arise.                       

3.  The VIAL #3 is the concentrate vial.  When you’ve given the last injection from VIAL #3, please contact the Animal Allergy & Ear Clinic (503) 574-4150 for refill and allow 15 business days for it to be filled.      

Hyposensitization Schedule
1   Converting the schedule to an actual calendar can be helpful.

2.  Dose adjustments may need to be made for individual patients.

3. If an injection date is missed by up to one week, give the next scheduled injection and follow the schedule.  If a longer period of time has elapsed, contact us before administering the next injection.

Administration of the Solution
1.  The solution is given subcutaneously and a new needle and syringe should be used for each injection.  Carefully dispose of your used syringes and needles by carefully placing into a medical waste container. 

2. Warm the solution in the syringe in your hands before administering the injection.

3.  During the initial phase of immunotherapy, the injections should be given when your pet can be observed and veterinary attention is readily available for 30 to 60 minutes.  Injections   should be given at the same time each day.  Try to avoid heavy exercise immediately before and after the injections.

4.  If any adverse reactions are seen, no further injections should be given until you contact us or your veterinarian.  If your pet appears to be ill, you should contact your veterinarian immediately.
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Adverse Reactions to the Solution
1. Adverse reactions are infrequent.  Increased itching or localized swelling may occur initially.

2. Serious reactions are rare, but they can be life-threatening.  If Hives, Vomiting, Diarrhea, Lethargy occur discontinue all medications and contact us and your veterinarian. No further injections should be given until a dermatologist or your veterinarian can review the case.

Points of Information

1.  Since the solution does not reach “full strength” for several weeks, your pet may not exhibit any improvement during the initial induction phase.

2.  Most pets that respond to their hyposensitization therapy will do so during the first two to six months of  treatment.  A few patients will not respond until the end of the first year.

3.  Since the immunotherapy may not be immediately effective at regulating your  pet’s itchiness, medication may be prescribed to relieve the discomfort.

4.  If your pet develops an unrelated medical or surgical problem, contact us to determine how the immunotherapy schedule should be modified.

5.  Allergy serums are custom made for each individual animal.  Therefore, we are unable to restock this product.  When you reorder serum, it is always prepaid. Credit cards can be taken over the phone, but if paying by check/cash, payment must be received before serum is mad
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